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Background

The 2016 Global Summit on Community Philanthropy was organized with the intention of
shifting the fields of development and philanthropy towards a new paradigm of “people based
development,” giving primacy to building local assets, capacities and trust. The Summit's
rallying cry, #ShiftThePower, ultimately reached a social media audience of more than 37
million users, and has since been widely used to describe, and advocate for, a long-overdue
change in focus towards community-led, durable development.

The Summit was just one particularly energetic moment in a conversation that has been
happening for some time now, made up of multiple voices and actors, which includes but isn't
limited to the growing global community philanthropy field. The Global Fund for Community
Foundations (GFCF) wants to keep that conversation progressing and open with others, and in
the coming months will be looking to work with partners around the #ShiftThePower agenda in
various different spaces - virtual and otherwise. The GFCF is working on plans for an exciting
new post-Sumimit initiative that will keep a spotlight on this conversation, and draw in voices
and ideas from a broader cross-section of the “community-led” development space.

Position Description

The GFCF seeks a creative, digitally savvy #ShiftThePower Platform Coordinator. This person
will assist the GFCF in co-creating spaces - virtual and otherwise - and opportunities for
various actors (philanthropic, development, civil society, etc.) to work together around this
agenda. An additional objective will be to encourage other actors to better understand and
embrace the tenets of people based development.

Summary of Essential Skills and Experience

e Motivated by the core tenets of #ShiftThePower, and passionate that community
philanthropy has a key role to play in this agenda.

e Five or more years in the philanthropy and/or development field. Experience of working
in international and cross-cultural settings.

e Considerable experience of working with a range of media (notably social media), as a
journalist or press officer.

o Excellent communicator with strong writing skills. Experience with campaigns and
movement building is an asset but not a requirement.

e Proven ability to locate/source, absorb and make sense of complex information from a
range of different sources.

e Ability to travel and work unsocial hours.

e (Operate as a team player, respecting and supporting others, with the ability to take on
leadership roles as necessary. Must be a self-starter.

Position Specifications

e The GFCF is a virtual organization, with staff based in Johannesburg and Brussels,
though the #ShiftThePower Platform Coordinator may be based elsewhere.

e Initially, the position is envisioned as a part-time position (60% FTE), though this may
evolve given interest and available funding. A six-month trial period is foreseen.

e Salary commensurate with experience.

e The GFCF prioritizes diversity (in terms of experience, region, gender, religion, race,
etc.) in its board and staff appointments.

How to Apply

Please submit your CV (no more than two pages), as well as Expressions of Interest (which may
take the form of a one-page covering letter outlining your interest in the position, and how you
see the work developing) to Wendy Richardson at the GFCF prior to 30" April 2017. Only short-
listed applicants will be contacted.
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